recorded in extrarabbinic, "noncanonical," sources may be suggested. Such occurrences, though not very frequent, are of particular interest from a Traditionsgeschichte point of view; sometimes a few passages or even a single, unique text may strike an unexpectedly resonant chord, echoing an ancient, rarely recorded tradition.3
The present article illustrates this latter phenomenon through the discussion of one noteworthy thematic example. According to some early piyyuṭim, to be discussed below, the angels were created well before the world itself, a view that clearly contradicts unequivocal rabbinic statements on the matter. However, these references to the preexistence of angels can be paralleled to several texts of varied provenance (Jewish as well as Christian) from late antiquity, and their origins may arguably be traced back, as we shall see, to Second Temple sources. Indeed the standard rabbinic view regarding the time of the angels' creation (which denies angelic preexistence) should be regarded as a polemical response to potentially challenging theological implications that could be drawn from this ancient "preexistence tradition";4 the specific version of this tradition presented in the piyyuṭim discussed here may actually reflect comparable theological concerns, though it differs in its strategy of addressing them. This case study may thus contribute to our recognition of the dynamic and sometimes surprising afterlife of early Second Temple traditions in the Judaism of late antiquity within diverse contexts, including the sphere of early Piyyuṭ.
Dating the Creation of Angels: Diverse Views
The account of the creation of the world that opens the book of Genesis keeps silent about the angels. "Although all sorts of other biblical texts . . . make
